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Lawyer’s Creed
Louisiana Trial Lawyers Association

I. I revere the Law, the Civil Justice System, and
the profession, and I pledge that in my private
and professional life, and in my dealings with
fellow members of the Bar, I will uphold the
dignity and respect of each in my behavior
toward others.

II. In all dealings with fellow members of the Bar,
I will be guided by a fundamental sense of
integrity and fair play; I know that effective
advocacy does not mean hitting below the belt.

III. I will not abuse the Civil Justice System or the
Profession by pursuing or opposing discovery
through arbitrariness or for the purpose of
harassment or undue delay.

IV. I will not seek accommodation from a fellow
member of the Bar for the rescheduling of any
Court setting or discovery unless a legitimate
need exists. I will not misrepresent conflicts, nor
will I ask for accommodation for the purpose of
tactical advantage or undue delay.

V. In my dealings with the Court and my fellow
counsel, as well as others, my word is my bond.

VI. I will readily stipulate the undisputed facts to
avoid needless cost and inconvenience to any
party and will work with opposing counsel to
reduce the expense of litigation.

VII. I recognize that my conduct is not governed
solely by the Rules of Professional Conduct, but
also by standards of fundamental decency and
courtesy.

VIII. I will strive to be punctual in communi-
cations with others and in honoring scheduled
appearances, and I will recognize that neglect
and tardiness are demeaning to me and to the
Profession.

IX. If a fellow member of the Bar makes a just
request for cooperation, or seeks scheduling
accommodation, I will not arbitrarily or
unreasonably withhold consent.

X. I recognize that effective advocacy does not
require antagonistic or obnoxious behavior, and
as a member of the Bar, I pledge to adhere to the
higher standard of conduct which we, our clients,
and the public may rightfully expect.
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As I wrap up my year as president of
LTLA, it’s hard to believe the unprece-
dented events that we’ve been through
as an association, as individuals and as
a state. I began my term as president in
the midst of the turmoil wreaked upon
our state by hurricanes Katrina and
Rita. About half of our LTLA members
lived and worked in the areas of Lou-
isiana impacted by the storms. Many
lost their homes, offices and even the
courthouses in which they practiced.
Recovery has been slow but we’re get-
ting there.

Even as Hurricane Katrina approach-
ed, there was no way anyone knew of
the scope of the ensuing disaster. How-
ever, in the wake of that storm and
Hurricane Rita that came only a few
short weeks afterward, we quickly
determined that our highest priority
was to identify how LTLA could be of
greatest help to the hundreds of mem-
bers and their families who were dis-
placed by the storms.

Initially, we established a list server
to help members locate each other, find
places to live and offices, receive news
and just be in touch with others. We fol-
lowed up with programs and efforts
that ranged from working with the gov-
ernor’s office to extend filing deadlines
for lawsuits to coordinating hurricane
relief fundraising.

Fortunately, we were not alone. We
experienced an outpouring of support
from ATLA members and from state
trial lawyer associations across the
nation. Our colleagues in other states
opened their offices and homes, offered
to buy home and office supplies for hur-
ricane-devastated attorneys and sent
invitations to assist with legal matters.
Many ATLA members joined LTLA to
show their financial and moral support
of the association and its members.

As we wrapped up 2005, we recog-
nized that LTLA had to transition from

crisis mode back to the business of pro-
viding the first-class services that our
members have grown to expect from
their association. Now, one year after
Katrina and Rita, we’ve bounced back
with a host of outstanding CLE confer-
ences—some focused on hurricane-
related topics—and other programs that
make LTLA such an important asset to
the membership.

You may have noticed that quite a
few of my columns in Louisiana Ad-
vocates over the past year focused on
shedding light on the unscrupulous
practices of the anti-trial lawyer indus-
try that has been created in the United
States by special interest groups.
Behind these “astro-turf” organizations
are big business players such as the
insurance, oil, chemical and drug in-
dustries. Through these columns, I
have sought to provide you with infor-
mation that may be useful in under-
standing the challenges faced by those
of us who support a strong and vibrant
civil justice system.

These coordinated attacks on our
civil justice system first surfaced about
20 years ago, intensified during the
1990s and continue today. As one astro-
turf organization is unmasked for what
it really is, two or three more are
formed. There’s no way in the world
that we can even come close to match-
ing the financial resources that big
business has pumped into these smear
campaigns. However, we can fight back,
and one way to do so is through mem-
bership and active participation in
organizations like LTLA and ATLA.

Without us, nothing would stand
between the special interests and their
goal of warping the civil justice sys-
tem into an instrument that serves
them, with little regard for the rights
of individuals.

Recently, I’ve grown more optimistic
that the special interests can be held in

check. They’ve lost significant power-
grabbing battles at federal and state 
levels. The steamroller tactics they
employed to win their way with
Congress and state legislatures have
been slowed. Trial lawyer organiza-
tions at federal and state levels have
stepped up to fight back.

Serving as president of LTLA is
among my highest professional achieve-
ments. It has been an honor to serve
you. I am extremely grateful to our
members and to our Board of Gov-
ernors for all that you do to keep us
strong. I also enjoyed working closely
with our LTLA staff, whose dedication
and competence is what keeps our asso-
ciation running on a day-to-day basis.

I congratulate Burton LeBlanc on
becoming our next president. I know
he will do an excellent job. He has my
full support.

Thank you for honoring me with 
the privilege of serving as your 2005-
2006 president.

In retrospect: What a year!

Robert E. 
Kleinpeter
President,
Louisiana 
Trial Lawyers
Association

President’s
Column
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As the 2006-2007 president of LTLA, I
begin this message by thanking you for
the confidence you have displayed by
allowing me the privilege of leading
one of the strongest state trial lawyer
organizations in the nation. I also
extend my most sincere thanks to Bob
Kleinpeter for his steady and firm lead-
ership of LTLA through the most chal-
lenging year our state has ever experi-
enced. We all owe Bob a debt of grati-
tude for the countless hours he has ded-
icated to our organization.

I begin my year as president with
enthusiasm and optimism. We have a
strong membership backed up by a
staff of dedicated professionals.
Despite the horrors that last year’s
hurricanes inflicted on our state, I am
optimistic that we have the resiliency
and know-how to rebuild and come
back even stronger. However, my opti-
mism is not blind. I recognize that we
face many challenges.

As the state rebuilds, our association
faces its own challenges, which is noth-
ing new to us. We face challenges every
year—every time the Louisiana Legis-
lature goes into session and every time
we have state elections. Next year will
bring the dual challenges of statewide
and legislative elections and a legisla-
tive session that will be the last for
many lawmakers. Adding confusion to
the election scene will be the after-
effects of the hurricanes. Many voters
are still displaced and some voting dis-
tricts have been all but wiped out.

In our periodic membership surveys,
you have told us that protecting our
civil justice system in the Legislature
must be LTLA’s top priority, and we
have listened and responded. A signifi-
cant part of our resources are dedicated
to ensuring that the big-business inter-

ests do not ride roughshod over the
rights of the citizens we represent.

While 2007 presents us with chal-
lenges, it also presents us with opportu-
nities. Legislative term limits will take
effect for the first time, meaning that
about half of the incumbent lawmakers
cannot run for re-election to their cur-
rent positions. Since last year, I have
chaired a committee that is seeking to
recruit and support legislative candi-
dates who believe in a strong and inde-
pendent civil justice system. This com-
mittee will become even more active as
the fall 2007 elections approach.

I am also optimistic about the nation-
al picture. The incumbent national
administration that has done all it can
to weaken the civil justice system has
been largely discredited. Many experts
are predicting that the present majority
party will lose enough seats in the U.S.
House of Representatives to cause a
turnover. There’s also a chance that
this could happen in the U.S. Senate.

As a member of the ATLA Board of
Governors, I have been active in that
organization’s congressional election
plans and its new communications
plan. Most of you know that, as part of
its aggressive communications plan, the
ATLA membership voted to change the
organization’s name to the American
Association for Justice. The name
change was not done on a whim. It
came after studies, surveys and consul-
tations with some of the nation’s top
experts on “branding.”

I also have supported changing the
name of our own organization to
Louisiana Association for Justice.
Louisiana Association for Justice is a
name that reflects what we do, not who
we are.

I am proud to be a trial lawyer and

always will be. Working as a lawyer is
more than a profession in my family;
it is a legacy. My father is a lawyer, as
was his father, as are many other
members of my family. My father-in-
law Jerry McKernan is a past presi-
dent of LTLA (1988-89). All of us are
distressed by the way our profession
has been maligned by the special inter-
est groups whose ulterior motive is to
stifle the freedoms and rights provided
through a strong and independent
civil justice system.

As we face the challenges of the
upcoming year, I will need your contin-
ued support. Our members are the
backbone of LTLA. You are the reason
we exist. Please be active. Support our
organization so that we can continue to
provide you the excellent services that
have made LTLA Louisiana’s largest
statewide voluntary bar association.

The year ahead

J. Burton
LeBlanc IV 
President-Elect,
Louisiana 
Trial Lawyers
Association

President-
Elect’s

Column


